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Obſervatioms on the Roman Road and Camps 1:1 
the meighbourhood of Mansfield Woodhouſe #7: 
the county of Nottingham. By Hayman Rooke, 
E/Jq. F. S. A. with an introduftory Letter to the 
Secretary from Sir George Yonge, Bart. Secretary 
at War, F. A. &. 


Read at the SociE r of AxTIHARIESs, June 5, 1788. 


SIR, Stratford Place, May 7, 1788. 


TRANSMIT to you, at the requeſt of my reſpectable and 

ingenious friend, Major Rooke, of Woodhoule, a ſmall trea- 
tiſe, which he has drawn up on ſome Roman Roads, Tumuli, 
Stations, and Camps, which he has lately traced in the neigh- 
bourhood of Mangield, and which have not hitherto been no— 
ticed, I cannot comply with his requeſt that it might be 
tranſmitted to the Society, without explaining ſome particulars 
which gave riſe to this treatiſe, When I firſt ſaw the account, 
which he ſent to the Society, of a Roman Villa which he had 
diſcovered near Mansfield, T communicated to him ſome few 


ſentiments of mine, on which I grounded an opinion, though 


I was quite unacquainted with the country, that this Vila was 
probably the refidence of ſome military Roman commander, 
and that there was probably ſome Roman camp or (tation, or 
ſome military Roman road running near it. This did not by 
any means appear by his anſwer to be the caſe. Aud yet it 
ſtill ſeemed to me improbable that it ſhould be otherwiſe, 
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Having had an opportunity laſt year of waiting on Major Rooke, 
and viewing this Roman Villa, I was firſt ſtruck with the ap- 
pearance that Mansfie/d was probably a Roman ſtation, from 
whence the Lilla was not above a mile diſtant, and indeed was 
in ſight of it; and [ thought I ſaw traces of ſome Roman roads 
running near it, On viewing the Villa itſelf (which I found 
well worth the view) I ſaw a poſt ſtill nearer it, which had all 
the appearance of a Roman camp from its form, and other cir- 
cumſtances; but on enquiry from Major Rooke he aſſured me 
there was no ſuch thing there, nor Roman road in the neigh- 
bourhood. However, having communicated to him my ſenti- 
ments, grounded on obſervations which I had occaſionally made 
on Roman roads, ſtations, and camps, from whence I had 
formed a decided opinion, that there was an uniform ſyſtem of 
ſuch roads, camps, and ſtations, . throughout the kingdom, and 
all connected with each other, not only by principal military 
roads, but by many others alſo, forming croſs communications: 
with each other, as diverticula, I entreated Major Rooke'to look 
a little more narrowly into this point; and ventured to pro- 
pheſy, that, on ſearching further into this particular ſpot, 
which wore the name of Pleaſſey Wood, he would not only find 
bat to be a Roman ſtation, but would probably from thence 
be able to trace a connected chain of them through the country. 
The time and the ſeaſon not allowing of it hen, he promiſed” 
to do ſo as he had leiſure and opportunity; and the reſult of 
his labours is contained in the treatiſe herewith encloſed. 

1 hope I ſhall be forgiven if I take this opportunity, fortified ' 
by this experiment of the truth of my ideas on the ſubject, 
humbly to ſubmit it to the Society, whether they would not 
think it adviſcable to direct ſome encourgement to be given to 
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an inveſtigation of all the Roman roads, camps, and ſtations, 
throughout the kingdom, county by county, for the purpoſe 
of aſcertaining the connected military ſyſtem and principles on 
which they were formed; which may [cad to a curious dif- 
covery of the extent and ſituation of the many Roman towns, 
camps, and villas, which mult have exiſted in this country 
during the period of four hundred years, for which Britain was 
a very diſtinguiſhed member of the great Roman Empire. 
Such inveſtigation gradually, but regularly, purſued, would 
neither be expenſive nor laborious; there being very little 
doubt, but that there are ingenious perſons in every county, 
who, on ſuch a wiſh being properly communicated to them by 
the Society, would readily ſecond thoſe wiſhes, and, with very 
little aſſiſtance in having plans or drawings made by order of 
the Society, where the accounts tranſmitted might appear to 
Juſtify it, produce in time a very compleat account and ſyſtem of 
theſe military Roman remains as well as of other municipia, and 

perhaps baths and other veſtiges of Roman magnificence. 
beg pardon for the liberty I have taken of ſuggeſting thus 
much, and for detaining you ſo long upon this ſubject; but 
I thought the explanation neceſſary to elucidate the occaſion of 
the treatiſe tranſmitted from Major Rooke, and I alſo thought 
the ſubje& not unworthy the attention of the Society. It will 
give both Major Rooke and me great pleaſure, if they ſhould 
be of the ſame opinion, or if they ſhould think what has been 

offered in any degree deſerving their notice, 
Jam, with regard, 
SIR, 
| your moſt obedient 
- | humble ſervant, 

GEO. YONGE. 
A 2 To 
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To the Right Hon. Sir George Vonge, Bart. 


DzAaR SIR, Woodhouſe, May 3. 1788. 


HAVING been honoured with your judicious obſervations 
on Roman camps, ſtations, and roads, and the great probability 
there was that they were to be found. in this neighbourhood, 
determined me to explore with more attention the country 


round Mansfield, and particularly that part of Sherwood Foreſt: 


between Mansfield and Southwell, the latter being the neareſt 
Roman ſtation we have auy knowledge of in this part of the 


county, and from whence, it is natural to ſuppoſe, they took. 
their ront to Pleafley Park, and ſo to Cheſterfield, on which 1 
ſhall offer a probable conjecture by and by. In this tract I. 


have diſcovercd ſome Roman camps almoſt perfect, others with 
only part of the ditch and vallum to diſtinguiſh them, which 
with their ſituations, evidently prove them to be Roman. 

I ſhould have Tone myſelf the honor of communicating to 
you the diſcoveries I formerly mentioned long before this, had 


not bad weather and indiſpoſition greatly retarded my reſearches. 


We had fo much ſhow in March that there was no going out; 
and the beginning of April I had the rheumatiſm, which ob- 
liged me tor ſome days to ſtay at home. However, I have 
made the moſt of my time fince, and from the remains of 
Roman camps I have met with in this neighbourhood, there is 
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Mr. Rook E on the Roman Road and Camps, &c. 5 


no doubt but that the Romaus were well acquainted with this 
part of Nottinghamſhire, and this diſcovery proves your ſu— 
perior judgment in theſe matters. For further particulars, I muſt 
refer you to the deſcription and plans of theſe camps, to which 
I have added an account of ſome antiquities found in the Ro— 
man Villa fince I communicated that diſcovery to the Society. 
When I had the honor of ſeeing you here, you was of opi- 
nion that the Roman villae near Woodhouſe had their grverti- 
culum. It undoubtedly appears they had, though I have not yet 
been able to meet with that diſtinguiſhing mark of a Roman 
road, the elevated ridge. At the bottom of the field where the 
ſepulchres were found, and where an old road formerly went, 
is a paſſage cut through à rock, and flopes down a ſteep. 
bank-to-Pleaſley water, where an old ford is now diſcernible, 
though it appears not to have been ufed for many years. From 
hence the road went acroſs a little meadow, about fifty or ſixty: 
yards to the S. E. end of Pleaſley Park. Here a deep ditch or 
Hollow way goes flanting up a bank to the top of the hill, 
where there are evident marks of a Roman camp. (See plan Pl. X. 
fig. 1). On the N. fide, where the wood is on a level with the 
adjacent grounds, is a ditch and vallum, the ditch 13 fect wide. 
They appear perfect 340 yards from (a) to (5). Parallel to theſe, 
at the diſtance of 22 yards, is another ditch (c), about the ſame 
width, but rather deeper ;: from (5) to (4) there are now very 
little appearances of a ditch or vallum, but from (4) a ditch 
{lopes down to the meadow as already mentioned, The S. fide 
is ſtrongly ſecured by a ſteep bank, as is the W. end, where 
x ditch (now uſed as a road) Hopes: down to the end of the 
wood at (e). The entrance to the camp appears to have been at 
(H. where it might be eaſily defended,. from the ſalient an— 
gles (g) and (). The following references will more clearly ex- 


plain 
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plain the ſituation: (N' 1) little meadows in the valley, (N' 2) 
Pleaſley water, (N* 3), the bank at the bottom of the field 
where the ſepulchres were found, (Ne 4), the road cut through 
the rock as above mentioned [a]. | 

This camp appears to have been ſtrongly fortified by art and 
nature, in a well-choſen ſituation, near a river, and command- 
ing extenſive views. As it would contain a conſiderable number 
of men, the command would undoubtedly be given to an 
officer of high rank ; and I think it 1s not an improbable con- 
jecture, that this general might have built the Roman villae, 
which evidently appear to have had a communication with 
the camp [5]. 

About a mile and a half E. of Pleaſley Park, and at the 
end of Mansfield Woodhouſe, is a little eminence, called Minny 
hill, where there are the remains of an exploratory camp. 


(See plan, Pl. X. fig. 2). The double ditch and vallum on the 


N. W. fide are perfect, except where the road has deſtroyed 
part of the outward ditch ; the remaining parts from (a) to (5) 
are about 160 yards, the baſe of the vallum 16 feet, bottom 
of the ditch 6 feet, On the fide (c) near a road, the vallum 
ſeems to have gone up the hill where a hedge has been planted 
upon it, at (4). It appears to have turned down by the fide of 
a hollow way, where there is a ſteep bank on the oppoſite 
fide, marked (e), which continues to the road, Here it probably 
Joined the other ditch and vallum. Ne 1, is where the road 
brauches off; Ne 2, goes to Warſop, Welbeck, and Workſop, 


] The plans of all the camps mentioned in this paper are laid down from 
the ſame ſcale, one hundred yards to an inch. 

66 | Pleaſley Park confiſts of 183 acres of thick underwood and trees, which 
rade it Ofkcult to trace out the camp, 


Ne 3, 
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N? 3, to Edminſtow and Allerton; N' 4, is a lane that goes 
about three hundred yards to a brook. From this camp the 
views are extenſive to the N. and W.; that to the latter takes 
in the whole extent of Pleaſley Park. As that camp is not 
above ſeven miles from Cheſterfield in a ſtraight line, there is 
great reaſon to ſuppoſe that it was connected with that poſt 
by a military road, though it has not yet been diſcovered, 
The Rev. Mr. Pegge has traced a Roman road from Cheſter- 
field, through Sir Henry Hunloke's Park at Wingerworth, to 
Derbentio or Little Cheſter near Derby, where it joined the 
Ikenild-ſtreet [c]. Now, Sir, I think it will appear, from the 
ſituations of the Roman camps I have lately diſcovered, that 
from Southwell the Romans had a chain of poſts to Mansfield, 
(which probably was a ſtation) to the camp in Pleaſley Park, 
and ſo to Cheſterfield, by which judicious diſpoſition they would 
have a communication between two great Roman roads, the 
Foſs way, which is not far from Southwell, aud the Ikenild- 
ſtreet. 
Horſley, in his Britannia Romana [d], ſeems to think that 
Southwell was the Ad pontem of Antoninus ;. and what favours 
that opinion, are the coins and other antiquities found there, 
In November laſt I was preſent when ſome ſtones were diſco- 
vered which appeared to have been part of a wall; near theſe 
were found ſome bits of. painted ſtucco, two or three teſſerae of a 
pavement, and pieces of Roman tiles, the ſides raiſed exactly 
reſembling thoſe found in the Roman villa near Woodhouſe, 
The Rev. Mr. Briſtow, one of the worthy vicars of Southwell, 
who has a taſte for antiquities, firſt made this diſcovery in 


[c] Roman roads through the country of the Coritaui. 
(4] P. 439. 


digging 
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tones lay five feet below the ſurface, ſo that the depth of ſoil 
attended with a conſiderable expence. 


road to Mansfield, and nearithe village of Kirklington, is a hill 


no preciſe ſhape can be made out. 
four from Southwell, on the left hand of the road to Mansfietd, 


camp is plainly to be made out. See plan, Pl. xi. fig. 3. The ditch 
and vallum are perfect at the W. end and on moſt part of the 
S. fide, At (a) it has been levelled for a garden : the farm- 
houſe ſtands at the E. end at (5) here J found ſeveral fragments 
of Roman bricks and tiles, which the farmer told me they fre- 


a circular vallum of earth (c) near 40 yards diameter; part of 
it has been very lately deſtroyed by the plough. 

This camp commands a very extenſive view over Sherwood 
Foreſt, to the N. W. towards Mansfield, as that at Hexgrave 


part of the foreſt, has been incloſed to the extent of near two 
miles, of courſe many roads muſt have been deſtroyed. The 
great road from Southwell to Mansfield (eleven miles) goes 


Hexgrave three miles to the right, that on the Combs one mile 
Le] An eſtate belonging to the archiepiſcopal ſee of York, See Mr, Raſtalls 
Hiſtory of Southwell, p. 374. 
J] See Hiſtory of Southwell, p. 366—373. 
| | to 


digging to make a foundation for a building in his garden, The 


/ 


neceffary to be removed for a thorough inveſtigation would be 

About three miles from Southwell on the right hand of the © 
called Hexgrave Park [e], where there are evident marks of an 
encampment, the ditch.and vallum here and there perfect, but 


the plough has ſo totally deſtroyed them | in other places, that 


At about three miles and a half S. W. of this camp, and 


is a farm on an eminence called the Combs [ f ], where a Roman 


quently turned up in ploughing. About 50 yards to the N. is 


does to the S. W. The ground about the Combs, which was 


through Farnsficld between the two camps, leaving that at 
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diſcovered in the neighbourhood of Mansfield Woodhouſe. 9g 


*to the left Ig]. We have reaſon to admire the judgment of the 


Romans in their choice of theſe camps: they not only com- 
mand extenſive views over the country through which they were 
to proceed, but are ſo ſituated that intelligence might be conveyed 
by ſignals, as they are not only within fight of each other, but are 
ſeen from the ſtation at Southwell, The perſpective view of the 
Combs, Pl. XI. fig. 4, will give an idea of the ſituation. About 
one mile S. W. of the Combs, and little more than a mile from 
the village of Oxon, is another ſmall exploratory camp very per- 
fect. See the plan Pl. XI. fig. 5. It goes by the name of Ol/dox, which 
probably means o/d works ; the N. E. ſide, where there is a double 
ditch, is 154 yards; the outward vallum flopes down a bank of 
underwood, where part of it has been deſtroyed. Fig. 6, is a 
ſection of the double ditch and vallum. About 100 yards W. of 
this camp a hill riſes in a conical ſhape; the top appears to be 
a large tumulus, from whence there is a very extenſive view 
over the foreſt towards Mansfield: in a direct line W. of this 
tumulus are two more about half a mile aſunder; that in the 
centre is 728 feet in circumference, the other 159 feet. 

The next poſt the Romans ſeem to have taken poſſeſſion of 
in their route to Mansfield, 1s on a hill within three miles of it. 
See the plan, Pl. XI. fig. 7. On patt of the N. and N. W. ſides of 
this camp, the ditch and vallum appear perfect. From (a) to 
(5b), where the double ditch begins, is 127 yards; from (5) to 


] The ingenious Mr. Raſtall, in his Antiquities of Southwell, men- 


tions theſe camps, but does not allow them to be of a Roman origin. He gives 
very plauſible reaſons for his opinion. But had this gentleman carefully ex- 
amined the camp on the Combs, and diſcovered Roman bricks and tiles, I am 
ſatisfied he would agree with me in thinking that thele camps were originally 
of Roman conſtruction, whatever people might afterwards take poſſeſſion of 
them. 
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(c) 140 yards: here the ditch is almoſt deſtroyed, but the val- 
lum appears to have gone up the hill on the W. fide. There 
are now little or no appearances of a ditch or vallum on the S. E. 
ſides, owing to the hill having been encloſed and cultivated. 
On the N. fide the ground ſlopes down to a moraſs marked (d) 30 
yards wide, through which runs a little brook called Rainworth 
water (e), which divides Mansfield and Blidworth pariſhes, 
Cloſe to the vallum are two tumuli (F) and (g) 35 yards aſun- 
der; the diameter of (J) was near 8 yards, that of (g) near 
7: theſe I opened to the depth of near 6 feet from the top, and 
about 1 foot and halt from the level of the natural ſoil. Here 
I perceived a thin body of ſmooth clay near 9 feet in length, and 
2 feet 4 inches in width. See plan, Pl. XI. fig. 8. On this lay aſhes 
and burnt bones. On the ſides (as marked in the plan) the aſhes 
were very black, owing I imagine to their not having been 
mixed with the burnt bones: at the end marked (a), I found 
three teeth. As there were no urns in theſe tumuli, I ſhould: 
ſuppoſe they were the ſepulchres of private ſoldiers. Fig. 9, is 
a perſpective view of this hill and the two tumuli. About two 
miles N. W. of this camp, and in a line with Mansfield, is 
Bury hill. I muſt here obſerve that there are two Roman camps 
(probably more) that are called Bury hill, one near Biceſter in 


Oxfordſhire, the other near Andover, There could not be a better 
ſituation for an exploratory camp then this Bury hill; it takes in 


agreat extent of proſpect; the W. view towards Derbyſhire is 
bounded by the Peak hills to the S. and S. E. the camps at 
Hexgrave and Combs, and the tumulus joining to the little 
camp near Oxon, are plainly to be ſeen, but as the grounds 


have been layed out in the modern taſte, and a good houſe built 


on the hill, many old roads have been turned, and banks and 
ditches 
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ditches levelled. There are now the remains of ſeveral holiow 
ways and old roads on this part of the foreſt, which have c1- 
caped the ravages of time. Mr. Horſley ſuppoſes that tic le 
croſs roads of the Romans and the vicinal branches were not 
made ſo ſtrong and durable, or ſo grand and inagnificent, as the 
principal ways, and for this reaſon have been ſooner and more 
generally ruined and loſt Y]. Though we have not this guide 
to follow, yet it is ſufficiently obvious that the above men- 
tioned camps point out the route of the Romans towards Mans - 
field, where ſeveral Roman coins have been found. I have 
four now in my poſſeſſion, one of Veſpaſian, and one of Con— 
ſtantinus very perfect; the other two appear to be Antoninus 
Pius and Marcus Aurelius. | 

I think, Sir, it plainly appears from what has already been 
diſcovered, that the Romans had camps, and I may venture to 
fay ſtations, in this part of Nottinghamſhire, hitherto unno- 
ticed. Roman roads are difficult to find in a country that has 
been often planted with wood, and at various times incloſed and 
cultivated : however, roads there muſt have been, and I think 
the foreſt between Mansfield and Southwell the moſt likely 


part to find one in, 


I ſhall take this opportunity of mentioning a few antiquities 
F found in clearing out ſome of the rooms in the Roman villa, 
ſince I had the honor of communicating that diſcovery to the 
Society. In digging to the floor of a room, which from its 
ſituation I take to be the Apodyterium or ſtripping room, being 
joined to the hypocauſt and cold bath, I found an inſtrument, 
which, from its conſtruction and lightneſs, I ſhould ſuppoſe to 
be the rubber which the Romans uſed to rub their ſkins with; 


[| Brit. Rom. Book iii. chap. 2, p. 390 
ſee 
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ſee Pl. XII. fig. e. (a). It is of a pale grey colour, the bottom 
j ſmooth ; the indented rim towards the lower part ſeems as it it 
iſ was intended for fixing a.cloth round it, when a more gentle 
wh friction was required than that of the Strigil or Pumex. | 
þ Governor Pownall, iu his curious and learned account of the 
f baths diſcovered at Badenweiler, gives a particular account of 
4 | the uſe of this inſtrument, He ſays “the Pumex acted as a 
| | « kind of fleſh bruſh or raſp; but the uſe of the Pumex ſtopped 
] * not here; it was prepared ſo as to poliſh the {kin [. From 
this account, there is reaſon to ſuppoſe that this inſtrument” of 
mine was intended for both purpoſes. Fig. (5) was found ſtick- 
ing to the coulter of a plough in a field near the villa: it is made 
of braſs, and was probably uſed as a kibula, or ſome kind of 
ornament, it appears to have been bent. Both 4 and 6 are 
engraved of the original ſize, Fig. (c) ſeems to be part of 
the capital of an altar: it was found in clearing out the 
ſpheriſterium, or inner court of the villa ruſtica, near the two 
baſes of altars mentioned in my account of that villa. I muſt 
here beg leave to obſerve, that there is a ſimilar ſituation of a 
pedeſtal in the ſphæriſterium of the baths of Badenweiler, where 
Governor Pownall ſays, * 1s the pedeſtal on which, ſome ſup- 
ce poſe, a ſtatue once ſtood : I am rather diſpoſed to think it an 
altar [æ]).“ He likewiſe takes notice of the place of another in 
the ſphæriſterium on the E. fide of the baths, The opinion of 
ſo learued an antiquary on theſe pedeſtals favours my conjec- 
ture, that the baſes in the inner court of the villa ruſtica are 
baſes of altars. | ED 
Fig. (4), 1s a fragment of ſtucco floor, ſeveral pieces of which 1 
were ſouud in clearing out the hy pocauſt at the, 8, E. end of the | 


2 * —ĩ —2—2 4 een noe WU BS. es 
o - Fa o - - — - 


[:] Pownall's Provincia Romana, Appendix, p. 192. | 4 
L Ibid. P» 190. | x 
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diſcovered in the neighbourhood of Mansfield Woodhouſe. 13 


villa ruſtica, It appears to be a compoſition of pounded brick 
and lime : on the top is a thin coat of poliſhed ſtucco, about a 
quarter of an inch thick. Cameron, in his account of the Ro- 
man baths [/], mentions a piece of ſtucco floor found placed 
upon tiles over the hypocauſt in Caracalla's baths, three palmas 
or nine inches thick, made of pounded brick and lime, and 
which had a ſmooth ſurface. From the deſcription and print he 
gives of it, it exactly reſembles both in thickneſs and compo- 
ſitions the fragments found here. 

As the conſtruction of theſe hypocauſts in the Roman villa 
will be beſt explained by perſpective views, I have ventured to 
give drawings of them in Pl. XII. 

(A) repreſents that at the S. end of the villa urbana, (B) that 
at the N. E. end of the villa ruſtica. Theſe were evidently in- 
tended for heating the rooms. (C) is at the S. E. end of this | 
villa, and appears to have been conſtructed for heating the 
ſudatorium and callida lavatio. 

Ne 1, is where the fire was made, and where aſhes were 
found; Ne 2, the arch through which the heat was conveyed to 
the flues; Ne 3, tiles upon which there appeared to have been 
pillars of ſtucco that had ſupported the floor; N' 4, the little 
cold bath. Ne 5, the apodyterium or {tripping room. 

Should you think theſe curſory remarks worthy of being 
communicated to the Society, I muſt beg you will do me the 
honour to lay them before that learned body in whatever ſhape 
you think proper. | 

I am, with great reſpect, 
Dear Sir, 
your moſt obedient, and 
moſt obliged, humble ſervant, 


H. RO O K E. 


[(/] P. 157. 
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